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Abstract:

Jewish fundamentalists played an essential role in the formation of the Israeli state onthe land
designated by God for his chosen people according to their holy texts. Butfundamentalist Jews
were not the sole players, crucial as their role was, as they havealways coordinated efforts with
members of the Zionist movement who, unlike them, aresecular and nationalistic. This shows

how pragmatic Jewish fundamentalists are.

Abraham Isaac Kook (1935 - 1986) was the rabbi who engineered this synergy betweenthe two
parties. He saw that all the end goals of the secular movement are parallels tothe belief in the
coming messiah; the savior who will arrive come the end of the world todeliver the people of

Israel.

Even though it was present since the beginning of Judaism, Jewish fundamentalismonly began
to take form as a movement with literature and goals after the appearanceof Midrash in 505 A.D.
Before Midrash, which interprets and explains the holy book in away that bridges the gaps and
fills the holes so that the text can be comprehensivelyunderstood with open—-endedness, the texts
of the Old Testament were obscure andinaccessible. The Midrash method also gave rabbis wide—

spread influence as theexclusive interpreters and explainers of texts.

The alliance between fundamentalists and Zionists greatly affected the ideology of theformer.
Jewish fundamentalists no longer believe that the deliverance of the Jewishpeople is only in the
hands of god nor is it only attainable through religious practice, butthat it can be also achieved

through political and military pursuits.
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